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. ments alterations, and additions as may be 
#2. thought to contain the needful replies to the 
VM letters and queries addreſſed to the author bß 
ꝛs the Doctor in his pamphlet lately publiſhed. 
Ihe author of the following letters had as 
| #2 good authority for aſcribing the papers ſign- 
| IS ed Clemens in the Leeds Intelligencer to Dr. 

|. Prieftley, as if the Doctor himſelf, by word 

„ of mouth, had avowed the ſignature. 

85 | When the perſen of our glorious Redeem- 
er is attacked and inſulted ; when the re- 
demption by his precious blood is neglected and 
treated with contempt ; when other means 
of acceptance with God are ſubſtituted inſtead 
of his mediation ; when ſome aſſert that to 
preach that ſyſtem of religion 1s the only 

rational preaching ; and when others think 
LO 3, that theſe things on either fide the queſton, 
FR. are of no great importance; I ſay, when this 
is the cate, the man who Ancereſy and firmly 
believes that the doctrine of atonement jor _ 
fin by the death of Chriſt is a peculiaur and im- 
portant ins of the goſpel, has no need 
ä˙k dio make any : apology for his zeal in detenc 
âñaf ©: of it. 
Kats May this, and other publications on the 
ſubject, be, by the bleſſing of God, the 
3 means to lead chriſtians to converſe more 
3 > - with their bibles, and to form their faith 
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To 5 Kev. De. 'PRIESTLEY, 9 Less. 
Rav. Sin, WM ' Merle, OZ. 3 #778. 


1 » aſſute vou chat 1 have a very high opinion 
4 of you a+ a 9riter, and a very fiucere 1wupet 
for you as a man, a ſcholar, and a chiiſtian; but 
you muſt give me leave to fav, that 1 do really. 
think that you are a very miſtaken chriſtian. 
I allow you all the ii and incerity poſ- 
ble; and will you not induige the ſame candour 
towards me? Why then ſhoulda any vancour, af- 
rerity, unchriſtian, and ungenteel tr.otment be al. 
lowed? In the ſmall Pamphlet I publi. d, I nei- 
ther named you, nor referred to any of. n 
tings; my addreſs was to my own ople, and I 
meddled not with the concerns of any of my 
neighbours; and yet you muſt make free with 
my real name, in the Prbuck ner paper, While you 
conceal your own under a maſque. Is this fair ? 
Is it plain dealing? Is ic + orthy of a chriftian, or 
a gentleman : Why ſhould it be neceſſary, at this 
time of day, that a /over of the goſpel ſhould con- 
ceal his real name when he is contending for the 
?ruth only 2 Is that conduct worthy of the zeal and 
courage which you profeſs? And pray, Sir, is the 
public news paper a proper field for a religious con- 
leſt between the miniſters of the goſpel? Will it 
not open the nouths of dur common enemies, the 
Adel and ths prophane ? And will not the chrii- 
tian religion itſelf ſutfer by fuch an imprudent 
conduct? I am really forry :iat you have enter'd 
upon fuch an abſurd ſcheme, I am perſuaded that 
A 2 6.00. YO, 


treated with ſome degree of decency. You 50 


doctrines; but I am perſuaded that it will be la- 
bour in vain. They are eftabliſhed upon the rock, 
the everlaſting goſpel, and all the power of wit and 

corrupt reaſon cannot prevail againſt them. 


1 am, Rev. Sir, yours, &, T. M. | 
44 

To the Rev, Dr. : FERI L EY 

Rev. SiR, | 


FTYTHINK that you have not treated me with 
| that candour and clemency which you profeſs, 
and which you expect from others. You have 
brought againſt me ſeveral heavy charges, which 
you cannot prove, and which I am perſuaded, 
your paſſion and not your cool reaſon has produced. 

This is what 1 expected from the warmth f 
your temper, of which you had given before ſome 
ſpecimens in your religious controverfial writings, 
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= | mility, and meetneſs of ſpirit, than yourſelf ; but 
alas! Sir, you have given us alſo ſome fad in- 
ſtances of the contradickions and inconſiſtencies of 
| human nature in its preſent ſtate of imperfectiun, 
| where our heads and our hearts ſo often point to 
| different ways, and where reaſon and Jaflon pur- 
ſve different objelts. , 
Jam now obliged in pure /elf defence to make 


you ſome reply; I ſhall endeavour to do it with 

a proper ſpirit. I would not willingly irritate you. 
If a peeviſb or an angry expreſſion ſhould drop from 
my pen, it will give me pain upon the review of it. 
If you cannot fee ſome of the important truth of 
| the goſpel in the ſame light I do, I ſhall not judge 
your final ſtate; I leave that to God, to whom 
alone it belongs. 

But at the ſame time I muſt be very plain with 
you, and remind you and myſelf that &:ckerings, 
freers, infolence and contempt, are no arguments for 
any cauſe, and a good cauſe has no need of them. 
In meekneſs therefore, as you at firſt propoſed, 
let theſe. important ſubjeffs be cooly and calmly de- 
| bated. 

I. You have endeavoured to convict me of 
f2i/hood by, affirming and attempting to prove 
what I had expreſsly denied. 

My words are -I have neither named you nor re- 
ferred to any of your writings. But you affirm tt 
{ have. Now Sir, as this is a matter of fad, I 
think that it is pretty eaſy to be determined. 
Whether I have or have not referred io any of your 
%©/itiz5, is a very plain caſe, concerning which! 
have already appealed to the public; and I have 
called upon you either to ſpecify the page and the 
£95745 wherein I have done it; or to acknowledge 
„ HS your 
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. e ae, Bas you hart a Wer Pas, 85 N 


you ſtill continue the = in your Panpblet $ 


| 3 lately publiſhed. Is this candour, charity, or Juſtice? 


To ſay that your Appeal might have been the o. 


lien of mine is another caſe, nothing ta your pur- 
poſe, and which I have neither denied nor aſſerted. 


N. B. This matter is of no importance at all to the 


public; but 79 me it is as my perſonal cVaralter' is 
concerned. 


52. You fay that I bave branded the writer of 


the Appeal with the name of Infidel, by defining 


that term, &c. 1 have anſwered this already by 
re-afſerting that I have not named Dr. Prieſtiey, 
nor referred io any of his writings, Whether Ihave 
or have not defined the term Infidels properly, let 
others determine for themſelves. 
3. You lay, that it has very much the appearance. 
of an unfair and unworthy artifice in me to quote all 
my 6h; 45 _ to the doiirine of atonement, from the 
works of acijis, when ſome of them are to 35 found in 
the Appeal, and ether ſerious and chriſtian WrHHINgS. 
I am apt to think that moſt perſons who are im- 
partial and unprejudiced, will be of opinion that 
the cenſure which you have beſtowed upon me 
here, i is intirely groundleſs. As I was endeavour- 
ing to plead the cauſe of chriſtianity againſt Dfidels, - 
where could 1 bring my objections from with 
greater propriety chan from the works of deifts? 
r, if you {till inſiſt upon it that they are pure 
chriſtian objeZions, and that they ought not to 
have been culled from the writings of Infdels, 1 


muſt remind you of what you know already, viz. 
| that theſe very reſpectable deiſis, from whoſe works 


I quoted my objections are alſo very good chriſtians © 
in their own wa, and in their own eteem, though 
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in - as . deifts. Dr. Morg can, the author 


of the Moral Philoſopher was a profeſſed chriftian, 
yea a chriſtian preacher —Fe 2 0 in that book, 
vol. 1, p. 359 IT am a chriſtian upen the fact of the 
new 7. eftament « And he calls Himſelf a chriſtian 
deiſt. Mr. Chubb, the other author 1 ap- 
Pears allo to be tome kind of a profeyjed chriſtian 
by the name which he has given to bis hack VIZ. 
the zrae goſpel of Feſits Chriſt aljerted. But yet, 
| notwithſtanding all their Pretenſfons, both theſe 
authors come exactly within my dg ee of Hi 
dels, becauſe they red the goſpel in part, yea, the 
moſt material part, 1. e. the doch ines peculiar ta 
chriſtianity. 
4. But the moſt unjuſt and injuricus 3 
Which you have brought againſt me 1s the laſt, 
Viz, you inſinuate th: at Lam of a perſecuring jPirit 
and that my words imply a 7breatuing. The 
odium you endeavour to caſt upon me hereby, is 
very unworthy of a generous adverſary. I abho 
he thoughts of ever intending to raiſe perſecution 
againſt you or any other man on account of reli- 
gious ſentiments, Whether my words have any 
iuch meaning, let the world judge between you 
and me. My words are, —“ And one thing mare 
let me remind you of, viz. the doctrines which you en- 
counter and which you call long eſtabiiſhed errors, 
compote à conftaerabie part of the eftablifbed religion -- 
of your country both in the church of England, and 
emong leg al diſſenters; and therefore they ought 10 be 
rreated with fome degree of decency. Here you re- 
mark that this looks like an artifice in me to gain 
to my fide the friends of the eftabliſoment, which 
vou lay. is a conduct very carigns in dilſenten. I 
cannot poſſibly conceive, how you can charge 
ime with or tifice here; nor how this can be incon- 
laltent with the character of a difſenter. I 


- _— : 
* 2 r rr * 
— *. EY 
or = tn, mn —ͤ—y— — 02 
—— 4... . 
. . — Te RG ; 
. n n ip 4 2 
. „ N . — — 
4 OSS > > 2 3 De 8 7 . 
82 3 — , < penn Id ee 
* a 7 * a 0 
. G — 0 1 3 
2 * - . "A 
— - 0 Y * # 1 . 0 8 
> ik * << Om 2 — . * N « FIG 
5 s a * : | > 
—_ Ps 8 
5 1 
3 3 5 . 
# p 1 . ©, ” * — 
FN « 
: 8 . 
a p , ; : 
, * 
BT LG - _ * 
— 4 
— 
- 
1 2&B 
* 
28 


I a 
» 
- . 


iy 8 IF. this e of | dots -oblickly, hat 
although I am obliged in e de to be a diente,. 


at preſent, yet Jam in charity with all men, and 
bear a ſincere reſpect to all good men of all deno- 
minations. If any diſſenter as ſuch,” has indecently. 0 
railed at the ſupreme powers in church or ſtate, 1 
do moſt. fincerely diſapprove of his conduct. I 
am very thankful to God and men for the liberty 


we enjoy as diſſenters ; and l heartily pray that our , 1 


ſins may not deprive us of it. 5 

The term legal diſſenters was intended to mean i 
no more than proteſtant diſſenters, who are pro- 
tected by the laws of this land, as diſtinguiſhed | 


from popiſs diſſenters, whoſe open public worſhip in 


this kingdom is at 3 illegal. 1 
I am apt to think that your impartial readers 
are now Ss that you have directed your ar- 
tillery more againſt the man than his principles; 


and that you have laboured more in your attacks 


on his perſona! Character, than by any force of 
arguments to overturn the doctrines which he has 


been pleading for. How far this would have an- 


ſwered your original deſign, in caſe you had met 


with all the ſucceſs you could have wiſhed, I . | 


tend not to ſay ; let the public judge. 
Whether the inſinuations which you have re- 
peatedly thrown out about my concealing my real 
ſentiments, be not with a deſign to rar/e jealoufres 
among my own people, I refer to your own con- 
ſcience. Should this be the caſe, give me leave to 
tell you, Sir, that I ſhall treat all your parade on 
that head with the contempt it deſerves, I thank 


God, I apprehend no RN from that quager, 


at preſent. 
5. Several of your queries have no referrence 
at all to any 0g ſaid 1 in my Appeal, and Tae 
ME 
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7 1 pay no concern > wth en, 'Of this e 
kind is your quere about the /c/vation of Sociniaus, e 


Ariaus, Armin ans, Baxteriaus, &c. &c. &c. You . 


ſhould have told me what you meant by ſalvation, 
and what by each of theſe names, if you expected 
an anſwer. | 

5. J have met with perſons exactly anſwering 
to the account I gave of Eubuſtaſts; and fo have 
other miniſters with whom J have lately converſed. 
Ido allo that your knowledge of the world, and of 
church hiſtory may be very extenſive, and yet that 


it is poſſible for ſuch characters ro have eſcaped 
; you r notice. 


And I am perſuaded that moſt per- 
fons will join with me to aſſert, that thoſe impeni- | 
tent ſinners who live in a chriſtian land, and vet | 
wilfully neglect to ufe the means of grace, have no 78 | 
hopes at all of enjoying eternal life in the world to 
ome. 
2. In regard to what I have ſaid upon the real 
and proper divinity of Jeſus Chriſt, I muſt ſtill 
confeſs that I do not know how to expreſs it more 
il, more plain and more in ſcripture longuage than 
[ have done. 
IF Chrift is the proper object of religious worſhip, 
it he knows all things, and is pre ſent every where, 


if he is the Creator who made all thin; 1 nd it. 5 6 


he is joined with the father and the Holy Ghe/? in WES 
he form-of the chriſtian baptiſm, as I have aſſert- 
and proved from 8 Scripture, cannot but firm- 
5 3 that he is the one efernol Gon, the /ame | 
3 » the father and the Holy Gbost. I have ſaid all 1 
a my Appeal; how far you can ſay it after J 
e, it is not my buſineſs to enquire z let the pub: 
ic ac by your own writings what your profeſ- 
& ientiments are on this head. | 
8, You aſk whether I think that we are liable 
io ive puniſhment of e Verua ing torment, in the fu- - 
| | tue 
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DYE. ture Bate 755 gur Own tres 950 Rs or for this. 
D goo n of Adam? I have anfwered this quere already by 
TH. aſſerting in my Appeal that mankind ſhall be ;udg- 
ed and rewarded or puniſhed for ever in the future 
ſtate, according to what is here done in the body, . 
whether it be good or evil. Vid. p. 15. What 
would you have me ſay more plain than this on 
the ſubject? In regard to the death of infants, who 
cannot be guilty of ab fin, I have referred my 
readers to Rom. v. 14. 15. You may conſult the 
place, and I think, that the words themſelves will 
anſwer the other part of your queries. 
You blame and cenſure me, not only for 
1 1 did ſay, but alſo for what I did not ſay. 
You affirm that it beheved me not to be fi lent, but 
to be very exp/icit on the power of man to do the 
will of God—and on the doctrines, of Election and 
Repr obation. This is very ealy to affirm but you 
| cannot prove it, Whether this be not a ſtrong 
; 1 | . 1ymptom of that wreaſy and unbhappy temper, the 
1 ſpirit of contradidlion, let others judge. 
J | 10. J faid in my letter of Oct. 8, that I was, per- 
| a ſuaded that the ot doBrines which you at- 


1 tempt to undermine and overturn are built upon the 
15 rack, the ever 51 gaſpel. Upon this you remark, 
bY that the whole ſaſtem of popery is likerviſe built upon 
i 7 ihe ſame everlaſting rock. and ihati beth that fuſtem 
i: FL and mine you believe, are ſuch wood, bay and ſtubble 
| 1 5 as Will be utterly conſumed. And therefore ac- 
} : cording to your opinion, the whole ſyſtem. of 
| i Popijh ſuperſtitions, all the e cruelties 
11 and idolatries of the church of Rome, are as well 
4 grounded and as wel built upon fcripture, and con- 
1 ſequently, as well calculated for the good of mankind 
„ as the orthodox faith of proteſtants. If this was 
* not your meaning, what you ſay is ee wide 
{ | t 
| 
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of the purpoſe. * But can you really think in out 
conſcience, that we poor 9rthodex Proteſtants have 77 
no better foundation in the everlaſting goſpel for our 1 
Faith and practice than the Roman Catholicks have 0 
for theirs? If this be your opinion it is no wonder 7 
that you are ſo ſevere upon the old reformers from 1 
popery, and upon the puritan divines of the laſt . 
age; and that you have condemned as idalatrous . 
che eſtabliſped churches of England and Scotland, to- | 
gether with all the or/hodox diſſenters. Vid. Dr. # 
Prieftley's remarks on Dr. Blakeſtone's Commentaries | 
on the Laws of England. p. 26, 27. I recom- 
mend you to God, and pray that you and I may | 
know more and feel more of the true ſpirit of chriſ- 
teanity, than we do even at preſent. 9 


- 


I am, c. | | | 
Morley, Nov. 28, 1771. T. M. 
PF 

To the Rev. Dr. PRIEST L E v. = 


L 


Rr v. Sin. 


; O ſay, that the ſupralapſarian ſyſtem which 

| | you have attacked and encountered, is a well 
compatied ſyſtem, of which every part is neceſſary to 

tc cohele; and that if one ſtone is puſhed out of its 

Þ:2ce, the whole building tumbles to tbe ground. 

i muſt beg leave to obſerve to you, Sir, that this 
; _ i: is falſe in fact, as well as the application of 
it, Pray Sir, did you ever ſee an old building 

which has ſtood for ſeveral years after many a „in- 
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than any other. The neceſſity of good works be- 
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due flone has been taken out of the walls of it? Moſt 


of our old caſeles are in point againſt you here. 
But, indeed, if you can take away all the founda- 
lion ſtones, the whale building will then tumble to 
the ground, of courſe: Till that is done (i. e. til! 


you can take away our old gaſpel, and oblige us 
with a dee one,) I am perſuaded that the orthodox” 


foftem in the preſent moderate ſenſe of that phraie) 


will ſtand firm, and will be received by the gene- 


krality of chriſtians to the end of the world. 


It I am convinced in my conſcience that ſome 
particular defrines of any one particular ſyſtem, are 
founded in the goſpel of Chriſt, where is the in- 


conſiſtency of my defending thoſe doctrines only, 


tho? I ſhould teject all the reſt? And do not you 


yourſelf, Sir, allow of and act, according to this 
rule in pbiloſophy? Yea, and in divinity alſo? 
Why then will you cenſure and condemn in a 
neighbour that which you approve of in your own 
conduct? Ex. Gr. Will you abide by it, that the 
whole of the ſocinian creed muſt ſtand or fall toge- 
ther? 


Or will you aſſert and defend all that horrid 


ſiſtem of daring blaſphemies ſer forth by Mr. Elwall, 


your favourite author? I am perſuaded that you 
will not. | | 0 

11. The particular doctrines of the orthodox 
ſyſtem which I have hitherto attempted chiefly to 
defend, are the rea! and proper divinity of Chrijt, 
and the atonement for fin by his death. "Theſe doc- 
trines you treat as Popiſh ſuperſtitions; but they are 
to me all wy hope and all my ſalvation. This or- 
thodox ſyſtem does not by any means exclude the 


neceſſity of per ſanal moral character; (as ſome per- 


ſons falſely affert) no; but it enforces it more 


— 
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eculiar tenets, Here, faith in 


ing one of his 
holineſs are made inſeparable; 


Chriſt, and mora 


each has its proper place in the ſcheme of our ſal- 


vation; and the righteouſneſs which is by faith and 
repentance towards God are” never put aſunder. 
May you and I be poſſeſſed of both. 


I am, &c, 


Morley, Dec. 19, 1771. M. 
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TO THE JR 
Rev. W. GRAHAM, M. A. 


Containing ſome Remarks on his Sermon 
lately publithed, intitled, Repentance the 
only Condition of final Acceptance, delivered 
before the D188ENTING CLERGY at 
Mill-Hill-Chapel, in LzEpDs, 


—— 


— ** 


To the Rev. Mr. GRAHAM. 
Rev. SIR, 


Have both heard your Sermon as it was deli- 
vered from the pulpit, and I have read it as it 
is NOW priblifhed from the preſs , the difference be- 
tween that which was hen preached, and that which 
is new printed is ſo conſiderable, that it cannot, 
with propriety and truth, be called the ſame diſ- 
corrſe, But in reſpect to the ſubject matter in ge- 
neral, I own that it is pretty much in the ſame 
train. I have not the vanity to think, that the 
following curſory 1 remarks are calculated to pro- 
duce in you a change of your leading ſentiments: 
But if what I ſhall offer will prove of at. y ſervice 
to > confi rin the JO: 610 the hope, and increaſe 
he . 
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be lobe and joy of any ſerious and ſincere chriſti- 
ans, that God may be glorified, I ſhall obtain my 
chief end. 
do not enter upon this work as one aſſuming 
the honour of a Champion for @ pariy; nor am 1 
dern d to engage in controverſy from any opinion 
have of my own abilities. I know that ſeveral 
af the miniſters preſent when your diſcourſe was 
delivered, fat as uncaſy at that time as I did, and 
as heartily diſapprove of many things which You 
then advanced as I do, It either of theſe my 
brethren had undertaken this office, I ſhould not 
now have appeared in public. I own that ſeveral 
of them are better qualified for the work than I 
am, and have more leiſure to engage in it than 
comes to my ſhare. | 

J have the happineſs of agreeing with you, Sir, 
in a very conſiderable part of your diſcourſe, viz. 

"he abſolute neceſſity of moral character for final ac- 
0 i be eternal obligation of the moral law as 
4 < I of conduct to mani. ind Ye moral hel 2 N 

. enjoying fulure bap prnejs © without a ſuitableneſs of 

ture -A be neceſſity of moral conduct in a goſpe? 
pre ehen. hat faith without amendment of charac- 

is good for nothing — And the like, 

Theſe great truths you inforce with much 
ſtrength of reaſon, and in a very ſtrong and ner- 
vous language; for which you have my very hear- 

- thanks. Of good works you could never have 

tad too much; provided that you did not endea- 
our to exalt them above their proper place in the 
ſcheme of our redemption, by aſcribing to theſe 
wh ar the goſpel aſcribes to Chritt only, 

The general ſubjef of your diſcourſe is certain 
of the laſt importance to the everlaſting welfar 


0 
15 mankind. What can be of greater confe_ 


quence 


19 98 to e 71 4 5 the poll By. 75 33 
Sr means of final acceptance with God ? If there 


7 a are any efentials and fundamentals in the chriſtian | 
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religion, it is moſt certain that this deſerves a Place 
e the firſt on the liſ. 

If you and I ſhould differ about this important 
point, let us at leaſt treat the ſubject with proper 
decency; it is moſt worthy of it. 

And this decency of treatment might habe been 
expected from you, Sir, in particular; becauſe 
you blame and cenſure, with great propriety, the 
very indecent and ungenteel conduct of ſome others 
in treating of religious matters. You obſerve, 
with much truth, p. 32---that religious diſputes 
have been generally conducted in ſuch a way, and 


wmuith ſomuch animoſity, as tends to extinguiſh the ſpi- 


Tit of the goſpel. On no ſubjefF whatever, perbaps, 
have gaod manners and chriſtian charity been leſs at- 
ended to. 

Indeed, Sir, this is very true. But ld: of 
avoiding this improper treatment of ſerious ſub- 
Jes, you frequently flip into the ſame unworthy 
conduct yourſelf. I find that it is eaſier, far eaſter, 
to obſerve the mote in our brother's 9e, than the 
beam in our own eye. OP 

I have taken notice in your ſermon of the fol- 
lowing inſtances of what I think to be very ſevere, 
 Fndecent, and 1ncharitable in your treatment of 
perſons and things, viz. Guides who have marked 
but a more compendious way to heaven than that of 

repentance, p. ig. Sound believer (by way of ſneer) 
P. 22.—the myſtery mongers - (in the ſame ſtile) 
22.—Mezers Opiates, p. 28.---Modern Cant Sty 'yle, 

. 29, —dSeraphic Spirits, p. „ of t hinę- 
ing equally void of ſenſe and temper, p. 33.— d- 
vocates for fraditionary ſebemes <q Is p. * * 
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the licentions dofirine of a foreign righteouſneſs, p. 85 


—Uameaning ſchemes and reverits, ibid. Jraditions 


and doctriues of men, which all honeſt minds ſee and 
lament, p. 36. -A aoftrine---faiſe in falt. and ab- 


ſurd in theory---and feems well calculated to ſupport 
the kingdom which Chrift came to deſtroy, p. 38.— 
A ſcheme which carries ſo much abſurdity upon the 
face of is, as an bonest man, or, indeed, à man of 
common ſenſe, would be aſhamed to father upon the 
chriſtian religion, p. 39.—Horrid and blaſphemous 
dofirine---of imputed righteouſneſs, tbid.—Unintel- 
ligible dodtrines, p. 47.—Spurious ſchemes of ſalva- 
tion, ibid. Such dottrines as bid defiance to reafou 
and common ſenſe, p. 48. —Corrupt principles, ibid. 
— Detrines confeſſedly ſubverſive of moral obligation. 

. 49---Principles <which encourage men to break 
through the obligations of truth and virtue. p. 50. 
A ſyſtem of abſurdity and contrad;ttion. p. 53.---Li- 
centious ſchemes. p. 54. Principles on which I do 
not ſee how one can be religious -Ibid. And much 
more to the ſame purpoſe. 

And now, Sir, what can one think, by all this 
ſeverity of expreſſions, but that you are attacking 
the whole ſyſtem of popery, mabometiſm, or the ſu- 
perſtitions and idslatries of the heathen world, or 
even atheiſm itſelf? But no ſuch thing; you beſtow 
all theſe rhetorical flowers of ſpeech, all theſe harp 
expreſſions upon your neighbours, your brethren, 
your fellow chriſtians. | | 

And. give me leave to tell you, Sir, that the 
particular ſcheme of Chriſtianity, which you have 
endeavoured to paint in ſuch odious, but falſe co- 
tours, is the moſt amiable the moſt conſiſtent with 


the golpel, the moſt friendly to penitent ſinners, _ 


and the moſt powerful, yea, I may ſay, and the 
| C | „ moſt 


— ———— — 9 4 
£ * . AL ORE LIE OR TUES TAL RA, r N 
3 reihen 1 n 2 99 n 7 Gn For © We KR 
4 d - 74 7 
98 { {2 94 : 


9 9 ͤtͤtrnk as 


k > 


1 18 1 


moſt erte! in fad, to promote . —_ | 
of any other hitherto publiſhed to the world. + 
gi? I am pretty ſure that I may further ſafely 
fay, and appeal to well known hiſtorical facts for 
the truth of what I now affirm, viz, the miniſters, 
Xt. the guides, the preachers in the orthodox ſcheme have 
been the molt extenſively uſeful in promoting the 
intereſt of ſerious prattical religion and real virtue, 
in all nations from the beginning of chriſtianit 
to this day; and I am perſuaded that it will be fo 
to theend of the world, 

Indeed, Sir, you have treated us poor orthodox 
ebriſtions, not only with iſolence and contempt; bur 
alſo with much uncharitable ſeverity. The gen- 
tlemen in your ſcheme have ſome time ago, ingroſ. 

| ſed to themſelves all good ſenſe and rationality, by 

. aſſuming the name rationals and rational diſſenters: 

. but you have out done all that went before you in 

| this track, by attempting to rob us of common 

fenſe and common honeſly, This is cruel with a 

witneſs! How far you have ſucceeded in this 

attempt, muſt be left to the world to debermine 

3 between you and us, 

1 Some perſons cannot help thinking, that you 

_ have diſcovered, in this ſermon, ſome conſidera- 
ble degree of a certain unhappy temper of mind, 
which you would have called %%7oatry in others. 

Where the influence of this evi! genius prevails, 

every ſubject appears in a wrong light, and railings 

and reproaches are ſubſtituted in the room of ſcrip- 
ture and argument. May the good ſpirit of wil- 
dom, grace and truth, deliver you and me from 
the power of this cruel monſter 

a | To proceed; pleale to accept of the following 

| further remarks, and review the ſubject with a coo 

* and candid ; ies 

1 1. The 
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1. The title of your ſermon is, Repentance the 


only Condition of final Acceptance. This you repeat 
' ſeveral times, either in theſe words, or in words 
to the ſame purpoſe : And yet you never have 
explained preciſely what you mean by repentance. 
Was not this a ſtrange and unaccountable over- 
light? To inſiſt ſo much upon the neceſſity and 
eft.cacy of repentance, and yet never to tell us 
plainly and expreſly, what you meant by that term, 
is inexcuſable. 

I own, that you ſeem ſometimes, by repentance 
to mean a good moral charafer (though you never 
preciſely tell us ſo); but at other times you ſeem 
ro comprehend under that term, not only moral 
virtue in general, but alſo all chriſtian morality in 
partichlgr.“ | 
I queſtion whether the word repentance be ever 
uſed in ſcripture in either of the foregoing ſenſes 
riftly and preciſely. I apprehend that the term 
moſt commonly implies in the goſpel, to loo back 
---{9 reflect with ſorrow on paſs /ins---10 relurn---and 
to begin to reform. 

[ think that I could refer you to many ſcriptures 
where the word repentance is uſed in theſe ſenſes 
expreſsly; but, I am greatly miſtaken if you can 
point out one ſingle text where it is put for the 
ole of the chriſtian charafter. And if you cannot 
do this, I am apt to think that the 77t/e of your 
ſermon is Suilt upon the ſand. 

2. And therefore you muſt give me leave to 
iay, that Repentance is not the only condition of final 
arceptance. And I have this plain reaſon for what 
] now affirm, viz. that a part can never be equal 
to the whole, Repentance, indeed, is a part, and a 
necejſary part of our chriſtian character, without 
which we cannot be ſaved ; but as it is a part only, 
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it cannot be the whole of 55 God requires in 
order to our final acceptance. _ | 5 

You repeat many ſcriptures to prove that repen- 
tance is neceſſary to ſalvation; and I think that no 
chriſtian in his ſenſes, will deny it; but not one 
of theſe ſcriptures, nor any other ſcripture which 
you can produce, will ever prove that r7pentzance- 
:s the only condition of final acceptance. On the 
contrary, we find that the goſpel every where re- 
preſents faith in Chriſt, as well as repentance, ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for nal acceptance. Thus Chriſt 
himſelf preached, Mark 1. 15.---repent ye and be- 
lieve the goſpel. Jo. iii. 16. For God fo loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 


| ſeever believeth on him, ſhould not periſh, but have 


Verlatting life. Jo. vi. 26. Feſus ſaid unto them, 
This is the wath of God, that ye believe on him whom 
he hath ſent, v. 47. Verily, vei 905 I. ſay unto you, 


he that betieveth on me, hath everiaSiing life. Jo. xiv. 


1. Ze believe in God, believe in me alſo. | 
The apoſtle Peter preached the ſame doctrine, 
Acts iii. 19. Repent ye therefore, and be converted, 


- that yeur ſins may be blotted out. From this text it 


appears beyond all doubt, that ſomething more 
than repentancè is neceſſary in order to the letting 
out of ſins; ; 1. e. fo be converted: And the conver- 
fron ſpoken of in the goſpel implies faith in Jeſus 
Chrift plainly and e exprelsly. Read Acts xiv. 2 3, 
27. and xv. 
And the apoſtle Paul affirms that it was his own 
conitant practice to preach, not only repentance 
zowerd Ged, but alſo faith toward our Lord Feſus 
Chrift. Acts XX. 21. © 
And Paul ſaid unto the convinced trembling jailor, 
Acts xvi. 21. Believe on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and 
thou ſhalt be ſaved, To the fame purpoſe, and 1 - | 
the 
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the ſame ſtrain; there are abundance of ſcriptures. 


in all parts of the goſpel, and eſpecially 1 in che 
epiſtles. 

| "Your own text: alſo, am fully ſatisfied, will 

bear hard upon the main drift of your diſcourſe, 

viz. Matt. iv. 7. Repent ; for the kingdom of hea- 


den is at hand. I apprehend i it to be a very plain 


caſe, that the expreſſion kingdom of heaven, here 
muſt imply ſomething more than repentance ; o- 
therwiſe we ſhall intirely loſe the force and beau 
of our Lord's argument. By the kingdom of hea- 
den, in this place, is commonly meant the kingdom 


of grace, or the goſpe! ſtate; and repentance is 


conſidered as neceſſary and preparatory to enter in- 
to this kingdom, or in order to be the true and real 
diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt. This kingdom of heaven, 
of God, and of Chriſt (as it is often called in the 
goſpel) always implies faith in Chriſt as our Re- 
decmer and Saviour, as well as repentance and moral 
cha acter. And thus, Sir, you have overlooked 
and paſſed by one malerial and eſſential part of 
hat God in the goſpel requires as zecefſary, yea 
ab{clutely neceſſary, tor our final acceptance. Whe- 
ther ſuch an over- ſight may not poſſibly be attend- 
«d with ſuch conſeq uences as may prove fatal and 
ruinous to eee ſouls, let me recommend to 
our moſt cool and ſerious thoughts to conſider 
over 1 over. 
I think that you have miſtaken the true 
„ rips tre ſenſe of the character Mediator, when 
Y ou fay, p. 8, that it does not mean one who inter- 
ch between contending parties to make them 
#r 2 --- But that a Mediator, in the ſenſe of ſacred 
ſcripiure, is one between God and the people, who 
declares to them the mind of God, We. Now, Sir, 


pleaſe to reconſider this important point once 
8 | more 1 


— nn 223 r 


Te 


more; you can never do it too FIR a miſtake 
here may prove fatal indeed! 

If an impenitent ſinner ſhould imagine that 
he 18 at peace with God, and that he never became 
his enemy by wicked works ; ; what will be the con- 
ſequence? Will he not reject the mediation of 
Chriſt as xeedlejs ? I am afraid that many periſh in 
this miſerable deluſion. 

That Chriſt, as our Mediator, gave himſelf to 
make peace beeween God and man, appears to me to 
be a glorious and gracious truth, plainly and fre- 
quently afferted in the goſpel. 1 Tim. ii. 3, 6. 
For there is one God, and one Mediator between 
God and men, the man Chrift Feſus; who gave him- 
ſelf a ranſom for many. N. B. By the term ran- 

am here, is evidently meant, ihe price of our re- 
demption; which the apoſtle expreſsly aſſerts to be 
the precious blood of Chrift, 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. And 
the apoſtle Paul ſays, In whom we have reaempiion 

through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of fins. 
Eph. i. 7. and Col. i. 14. And again, Fen we 
were enemies, che were reconciled to God oy the death 
of bis ſon. Eph. ii. 10. And it is faid, that 
Chriſt, as our faithful High Prieſt, by ju Hering 
death, hath 2 85 reconciliation for the fins of the 
people, Heb. ii. 9, 17. And that he made peace 
and reconct! 20 s us to God by the bleed of his crefs, 
when we were aitenated and enemies in our mind by 
<Hiched wor hs. Col, i. 20, 21. 

Upon the whole then, I think we may ſafely 
conclude, that whether the character of Mediator 
doth, or doth not, preciſely mean ene co interpo- 
ſeth between contending parties; yet the goſpel ful- 
ly aſfures us, that Chriſt our Mediator is our peace. 
Eph. tt. 14. And that God baih reconciled us 16: 
bimſelf by Feſus Chriff, 2 Cor. v. 18. But, pleaſe 
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take nö thet $do noe chink that dl, 


the many other ſcriptures to the ſame purpoſe, are 
to be underſtood as repreſenting God in himſelf im- 
placable or irreconcilable to penitent characters; no; 


God is merciſul and full of compaſſion: And we 


doubt not, but that he might, if he had thought 


proper, pardon penitent ſinners upon mere preroga- 
tive. But, by the ai of grace, which God has 
publiſhed in the goſpel, he has expreisly and re- 
peatedly declared, that he will not receive any of 
the rebel race of mankind into his favour again, 
but by his ſon Jeſus Chriſt. Jo. xiv. 6. I am the 
way, the truth, and the life. No man cometh unto 
the father but by me. And, therefore to ſubſtitute 
either repentance, or any thing elſe, in the room of 
Chriſt's mediation in this caſe, is to make vain 
man wiſer than his maker, and to reect tbe counſel 
of Ged againſt ourſelues. 

4. You obſerve very juſtly, that the dorine 
Hes has been greatly and ſhamefully abuſed by 
jome weak chriſtians. | 

What then, mult we caſt it away intirely on that 
account? No, by no means; it is a ſcripture 
doctrine beyond all doubt. In Rom. v. 14. it is 
iaid expreſsly, that Adam was a figure of Chrift. 
N. B. In the original greek, it is u a type. In 
1 Cor. x. 4, 5, 6, it is ſaid, that the inſtances of 
divine providence towards the children of Iſrael in 
the wilderneſs, both by B!leſſings and by judgments, 
were our examples, or types, gr. ws. And in 
this ſenſe in particular it is ſaid, in v. 4.---and that 
rock was Chriſt, i. e. A type or a figure of Chriſt. 
And indeed, the whole epiſtle to the Hebrews 1s 
written almoſt intirely in this ſtyle; i. e. to ſer 


forth the Jewiſh high prieſt, the ſacrifices, altars, 


ſabernacles, atonements, &c. as hypes, ſhadows, and 


Hures 
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feures of the 0 things to come, viz. Chriſt and 
the bleſſings of the goſpel. 

5. I think that you have done great injury to 
the memories of the moſt eminent reformers, Lu- 
ther and Calvin, by repreſenting their ſentiments 
of good works in one view only; viz. When they 
ay that good works are ineſfectual to our juſtification, 
and thar they cannot be the meritorious and pro- 
curing cauſe of our acceptance awith God, &c? 
You take no notice 'of the other part of their 
doctrine, which makes works of righteouſneſs and 
ſanttification abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation. That 
this is the real ſtate of the caſe, is a fact which 
you cannot deny. LZuther and Calvin have wrote 
more for good works, than any rational now living 
has done or can do upon his own principles. For 
the truth of this, I appeal to the voluminous 
writings of theſe great Reformers now extant in 
various languages. 

In what view it would ſerve your purpoſe to 
blacken the character of theſe eminent ſervants of 
God, who have been ſo exceeding uſeful to the 
beſt intereſts of mankind, I pretend. not to ſay. 

6. I think that you ſeem to treat {he many (as 
you call them) i. e. the vugar, the common people, 
and the leaders of the many, i. e. the popular preach- 
ers, who endeayour, in the plainaſt manner, to 
teach and inſtruct the common people in the faith 
and practice of the chriſtian religion; you ſeem, 
I ſay, to treat both theſe with much bitterneſs of 
cantempt. Vid. p. 17, 19. and 54. On this 

head give me leave to obſerve to you, that the mi- 
niſter who deſpiſes ihe many,. talks of them, and 
talks to them with ſcornful pride, will moſt cer- - 

tainly defeat his own. Geiger; of being uſeful to 
mankind. 86 


Our 


TE ] 
Our Saviour came to preach the goſpel to the 
poor < And if any of us his miniſters, ſhould be 


fo far infatuated with the pride of reaſoniug, want 
of thought, or want of ſerious religion, ſo as to de- 


{riſe and neglect the common pereple in our public 


preaching, is it any wonder that they ſhould leave 
us and ſcek more ſuitable inſtruction where they 
can find it? Have we any reaſon to blame them 
in the caſe? Rather let us blame ourſelves. 
1 it is a plain fact, that our common bearers, 
en from their childhood, retain a kind of a re- 
Habu venerntion for Jeſus Chriſt, inſomuch that 
they cannot bear to hear his perſon or his merits 
reated with contempt, or intirely neglected. And 
am perſuaded that this will be the caſe, while 
our mew teſtament is allowed to be read in our 
ichools and in our churches. 
And indeed, Sir, what can the people think of 
us, if, after we have read a chapter or two, in 
public, out of the goſpels, the alls, or the epiſtles, 
whens we meet with /o much of Chrijt, that we 
hould then deliver a ſermon, in which there is not 
one word, about Chriſt ; anlets it be to ſhow that he 
's tay a men like ourſelves, a prophet to teach us, 
by dactrine and example, or that we are ſaved, not 
by bis merits, but by our cπhnů, moral condut? ? 
Where this is the.caie, is it any wonder, that 
- moſt flouriſhing congregations ſhould dwindle 
> nothing, though the preachers ſhould be very 
Fe 1 of popular talents, of ſuperior kagwledpe, 
very ſenſible, and very lenrned ? Vid. Dr. Prieftiey's 
Qhurch Diſeipiine, 13, 134, 135. 


Give me leave to quote two or three paſſages 
irom two eminent authors on this ſubject, viz. 
In ſpeaking of the great things or God and Re- 
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gion remember that you are a | Minifte of Crit 
and the Ge/pel---ſent to publiſh to men what God 
has revealed by his prophets and apoſtles, and by 
his fon Feſus; and not a heathen Philoſopber to 
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; | teach the people merely what the light ef reaſon 
| can ſearch out. You are not to ſtand up as a 
1 profeſſor of entient or modern philoſophy, nor an 
1 uſher in the ichool of Plato, or Seneca, or Mr. 
WE Lock, but a teacher in the ſchool of Chrift, as a 
| K preacher of the New Teſtament. You are. a 
N * | chiriſtian Miniſter , let chriſtianity therefore run 
| 11 thro? all your compoſures, and ſpread its glories 
hit over them all.----In general, *ris moſt fate and 
"8 honourable for a Miniſter of Chriſt to make the 
1 Goſpel appear to be the reigning principle in his 
U diſcourſes, and make our hearers to ſce how glo- 


=! riouſly it has pro d the religion of nature 
| And we preach the.goſpe] allo in a very defective 
manner, if we neglect the moral or divine duties 
which are derived from the ſaith of Chriſt.” 
Vid. Dr. Watts Humble Attempt, p. 20, Ec. 
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The generality of the Diffeters, who ap- 
pear to be perions of ſerious Piet have been Geep- 
ly impreſſed with the peculiarities of the goſpe/ 
ſcleme - So that if a man (in the pulpit) ſhould 
generally confine hiunſcir to ſubjects of natural 
religion and moral virtue, and ſeldom fix on the 
dell in es of Chrift and the ſpirit, and then perhaps 


1. treat them 700 ſuch cautien, that he might ſcem 
71/8 rather to be making conceſſions. to an ad averſary, 
Wl than giving vent to the fulneſs of his heart on its 
* darling ſubject, he would ſoon find, that all the 
* penetration and eloquence of an angel, could not 
. make him univerſally agreeable to our Aſſem- 
We blies.“ ä 

3 Dr. Deddri ages Free T wo0ugk bes, p. 19. 
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2 0 0 is a religion erfeinaty's cal. 
culatell for the plainer part of mankind, by that 
God who has choſen the fooliſh things of the world 
4% confound the wiſe, and the weak things of the 
vorld to confound the things which are mighty, 1 
Cor. i. 27; and conſequently a neglect and con- 

-:2pt-of the common people, is far from Dang _- 
ſpitit of the goſpel,” bid. _ 

« He that would be generally agreräble to 
Diſſenters, muſt be an evangelical, an experimental, 
a plain, and an affectionate preacher. Now I muſt 
do our common people the juſtice to own, that 
when theſe points are ſecured, they are not very 
delicate in their demands, with regard to the 


forms of a difcourſe.” bid. 


And now, Sir, before I take my leave of you 
on this ſubject, ſhall I make fo free, without giv- 
ing you juſt offence; (for nothing of that kind, 
i do aſſure you, was intended by any thin here 
zald) ſhall I make fo free, I ſay, as to addreſs: a 
word or two to your own conſcience? Will you 
aſk; your own heart ſeriouſly and calmly ſuch 
queitions as theſe? yiz. Can I ſtand with confi- 
cence, before the awful bar of God, and deli- 
berately diſclaim all reliance on the Mediation of 
his fon Jeſus Chriſt ? Is my repentance ſo perfect 
that I need not fear its prevailing efficacy to re- 
rome me to God for nal acceptance ? Shall 
run the riſque of eternity on that only condition? 
Am 1 ſure that my immortal ſoul is ſafe for ever 
in the robes of my own perſonal righteouſneſs and 
nora] 1 without any intereſt in the merits 
Cbriſt? Does not my own heart accuſe me of 
many frailties, imperfections, and ſhort-comings 
in the beſt of my religious duties? And does the 
golpel give me any room to truſt for the N 
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